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Blue Knights SC-1 

“Ride with Pride” 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM MARCH’S MEETING 

Members of Blue Knights SC-1 were ready for weather nice enough for riding, 
especially after the cancellation of last month’s meeting due to snow, with 29 
present at the March 13th meeting. Before the meeting was called to order,  

there was an opportunity for Knights to visit with one another, to purchase 
merchandise from the Quartermaster, and to secure tickets for the door 
prize and 50/50 drawings.  

President Bill McKinzie introduced new BK-SC1 applicant John Yarbor-
ough to those present. John is employed at the SC Criminal Justice Acad-
emy. (For more information on John, see article on page 3.) 

The Ride Committee met in February to work out the 2010 ride schedule. 
The schedule of proposed rides has been posted on the chapter’s website 
(www.blueknightsc1.org). Members are encouraged to check the calendar 
often for the most current updates.  

Treasurer Chip Brown reminded the group that with the cancellation of the 
February meeting due to snow, there was no income or expenditures reported for that month. However, the report for 
January showed a beginning balance of $4016.74, income of $818, and expenditures of $1095, for an ending balance of 
$3814.74. 

In the absence of Quartermaster Melda Scott, Dick Scott reported that the new ball caps have arrived and are $10 each. 
Also, new colors will be ordered and should be available in about a month. In regard to having long-sleeve white shirts 
embroidered with the chapter’s logo, a minimum order of 12 items is required. Currently, we have eight shirts, and need 
four more. Members who would like to have a shirt embroidered, should bring one to the next meeting.  

BK-SC1 received two letters recently. The first, from the head of the area’s Marine Corps Toys for Tots Foundation, 
thanking Blue Knights SC-1 for its contribution to Toys for Tots, not only by hosting the annual motorcycle parade, but for 
our monetary contribution of $1886. The second letter, along with a $25 check to help with postage expenses, was from 
Lewis Kelly, Vice-Chairman of the Southern Regional Conference, thanking us for sending him a copy of our chapter’s 
monthly newsletter. 

Old Business  

The membership was reminded of the upcoming Spring 2010 Weekend for the Southern Regional Conference from April 
29 to May 2 in Venice, Florida. There are currently seven members who plan to attend. This event will be hosted by the 
Florida chapters and promises to be lots of fun, as well as a wonderful opportunity to meet fellow Blue Knights from 
throughout the United States. 

Jeanne’ and Dave Crump will host the sixth annual Murphy Ride during the Memorial Day weekend. Plans call for the 
group traveling to Murphy on Friday, May 28th, and returning to the Columbia area on Monday, May 31st. Jeanne’  

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

prepared packets of information about cabin rentals in the Murphy, NC, area. She plans to e-mail the membership infor-
mation about group rates for motels/hotels up there as well (see article on page 4). 

An interest in small, individual bike flags was expressed in the past. Immediate Past-President Dave Black investigated 
the cost of such flags and discovered that masts for the flags were not available through the flag supplier. Because of the 
difference is makes and models of motorcycles, individuals would have to purchase their flag masts. Also, Dave shared 
that BK-SC1 has one chapter flag. It was made out of colors and is very thick and heavy, making it impossible to fold for 
storage. President McKinzie asked Dave to get a quote on having a 3’x5’ chapter made out of flag material. 

New Business  

There is to be an air show at Shaw Air Force Base on Saturday, April 10. A brief discussion ensued as to whether the 
chapter would be interested in attending that as the after-meeting ride. Some of the problems that could be encountered 
were that the base required all motorcycle riders to wear long sleeves as well as helmets, and riding with sneakers on 
base is not allowed. Tom Miller would check to see if reflective vests were required (as they are on Ft. Jackson). Bill 
McKinzie will get information out to the chapter as to whether or not it is feasible to attend this event, or just continue with 
the currently scheduled after-meeting ride to Shealy’s Barbecue in Batesburg-Leesville. 

Sickness and Distress  

· J. T. Wright—home sick. 
· Kathy Harrell, wife of Hubert Harrell—recovering from wrist surgery. 
· Dwayne Book, son of Randy Book—currently at Walter Reed Army Hospital. 
· Cheryllyn Danks, wife of Ernie Danks—sick with bronchitis and on the verge of pneumonia. Ernie says his daughter 

also has bronchitis. 
· Elbert Jordan notified us that his sister has been placed in hospice care. 
· Brian Wilkins with the Greenville Police Department (and in the process of forming a new chapter) notified us that his 

mother-in-law has recently been diagnosed with Stage 3 cancer. 
· Officer Whitty, a 28-29 year-old officer with the York County Sheriff’s Department, is recovering from a severe 

stroke. 

Other  

Door prizes for this month were provided by Mary Vacula, wife of Tom Vacula. Al Siepert and Leon Cureton won and 
each chose a man’s wallet from the selection. Leon was also “double lucky” in that he won the 50/50 drawing, going 
home $36 richer! 

Blue Knight SC-1 member and chapter Treasurer Chip Brown and his band, High Maintenance, will be playing at Thun-
der Tower on Saturday, April 17, from 12:30 PM until 4:00 PM. The band recently played at the Blue Coyote, and several 
Knights stopped by to show their support. 

After-Meeting Ride  

With cooperating weather for a change, a group of 17 en-
joyed a leisurely ride to Boykin, SC, for lunch at the Boykin 
Mill Grill & Café. Boykin, located between Camden and 
Sumter just off Highway 521, is composed of a cluster of 
small buildings featuring the old Boykin Mill, a broom shop 
(with 150-year-old equipment still in use), a steak house, 
and the grill and café. Each year in December, Boykin 
hosts the Duh-Dah Parade. Folks, this is not the typical pa-
rade, so if you ever get a chance to go, take it! It’s fun, it’s 
different, it’s...well you decide! 
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Southern Regional Conference Spring 2010 Weekend Change 
Due to circumstances beyond their 
control, the host hotel for the Spring 
SRC had to be changed. The new host 
hotel will be the Holiday Inn Sarasota 
Bradenton Airport, with the back-up 
hotel being the Hampton Inn Sarasota 
Bradenton Airport, which is 1-1/2 
miles away. Free shuttles will be avail-
able between hotels for the duration of 
the conference. 

The tentative agenda has not changed  
in any significant way. The banquet 
will remain on Saturday, and the Presi-
dents meeting will remain on Friday. 

Both the Holiday Inn and Hampton Inn 
are new properties and are sound-
proofed as they are both in close prox-
imity to the airport. Both are pet 
friendly and handicap accessible.  

This is a super deal that the SRC board 
has put together in a week. The logis-
tics and layout has changed, but the 
SRC goes on! 

For updated information and an event 
itinerary, go to the SRC webpage:  

www.bk-src.info/index.html 
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Murphy, NC, Memorial Weekend Ride 
(May 28—May 31) 

Vehicles and Motorcycles Welcome! 
 

This trip is a “must do!” 
 
Jeanne Crump reports that as of March 23, 
there are 20 people signed up for this event 
(eight motorcycles and three vehicles). Plans 
call for the group to leave Chapin on Friday, 
May 28th, and return to the Midlands on Mon-
day, May 31st (time and place to be an-
nounced). 
 
She has negotiated with the Murphy Best West-
ern to give the Blue Knights SC-1 members 
and friends a rate of $70 plus tax per night for 
two occupants ($10 per night for each addi-
tional person) for the weekend event (this is the 
active-duty military rate). As of the 23rd, they 
had nine non-smoking and two pet-friendly 
rooms available. There is an additional $15-$25 
fee for pets, which depends on the size of the 
pet. It is NOW time to reserve your room if you 
are planning to participate in this annual BK 
SC-1 event! A block of rooms have been re-
served, so when you call, you must let them 
know that you are part of the SC Blue Knight 
chapter event. 
 
Contact: Best Western 1-828-837-3060 
 
Jeanne’ is still trying to negotiate this same rate 
with other hotels/motels in the area and will 
keep the membership posted by e-mail. 
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Come have fun with us in the hills of Ten-
nessee, Georgia, and North Carolina! 
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Blue Knights Newsletter 
 
Diane McKinzie, Editor 
1128 Three Dog Rd. 
Chapin, SC 29036 

2010 OFFICERS 
 

President: Bill McKinzie 
Vice-President: Tom Vacula 
Secretary: J.T. Wright 
Treasurer: Chip Brown 
Past President: Dave Black 
Directors: Leon Cureton 
 Don Curtis 
 Richard Scott 
Chaplain: Robert Smith 
Road Captain: Randy Book 
Quartermaster: Melda Scott 
 

GENERAL MEETING  
INFORMATION 

 
Time: 10:00am 
 
Date: Second Saturday  
 of each month 
 
Location: 
 2nd Floor Meeting Room 
Thunder Tower Harley-Davidson 

 (take Exit 82 off I-20)  
 NEXT MEETING: 

April 10, 2009 

WEAR YOUR COLORS 

www.blueknightsc1.org 
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